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the entreaties of the nurse to avenge the loss of his
child, " tant aymable? the father replies with great
coolness,

J'ay un filz perdu,
Aussi j'ay rendu
Mort mon ennemy,
Je 1'aime mieux mort,
Que voir vif et fort
Mon filz et amy.

Metz en sepulture
Ceste creature
Et 1'oste d'icy.

She has also put into the nurse's mouth the well-
known saying, that it were " better to be Herod's hog
than his son,"

Son pore, non son filz, vault mieux estre
Le Juif ne tue nul pourceau 4.

The Murder of the Innocents was undoubtedly a very
favourite plot in the age when these performances
prevailed. It occurs amongst the religious plays of
York and Coventry, and in the Townley MS. A play
with a similar title was acted at Constance, as noted
in a preceding page, in the year 1417; and in
Hawkins's Collection of Plays we have a Mystery,
entitled, " Candlemas Day, or the Killing of the
Children of Israel." The editor informs us that it
was written " by one Ihan Parfre in 1512," and refers
his readers to the original, (Cod. MSS. Kenelmi
Digby, 1734, 133) should any doubt arise as to the

4 Macrobius is usually referred to as the authority for this anec-
dote. " Cum audivisset Augustus, inter pueros, quos in Syria
Herodes rex Judaeorum intra bimatum jussit interfici, filium
quoque ejus occisum, ait, 'Melius est Herodis porcum esse quam
filium/ " Macrobii Saturnal. 1. 2. c. 4?.

See Taylor's Life of Christ, (8vo. edit.) vol. ii. 125.